A short report on the activities of the INTAS project "Integration of the FSU Observatories into International Astronomical Data Network" is given.
A meeting of the participants to the INTAS project "Integration of the FSU Observatories into International Data Network" was held in Pulkovo (St. Petersburg, Russia) on July 5, 1996. The International Association for the Promotion of Cooperation with Scientists from the Independent States of the Former Soviet Union (INTAS) is an international non-profit association, based in Bruxelles (Belgium), which supports joint research and networking projects involving laboratories in the Former Soviet Union states and laboratories in Western Europe.
The main goal of the project is to construct a network of the FSU astronomical institutes, under coordination of the Center of Astronomical Data (CAD) and INASAN (Moscow, Russia), to upgrade their facilities and to join worldwide efforts, both technically and scientifically, in:
• providing the world astronomical community with access to raw data archives and observing logs of the FSU observatories; • providing the FSU astronomical community with access to the astronomical resources of the world, by forming the hub of a FSU-wide network of astronomical institutions connected to the Internet; • developing facilities for the scientific planning of observations for future space missions, as well as facilities for the distribution center of the FSU space mission data to the world; • further development of cooperation on a worldwide scale between astronomical data centers (data exchange, remote access to data bases and archives, coordination of efforts for preparation of new catalogs and other tools of astronomical research, avoiding duplication of efforts).
The Most of the participating institutes were represented at the St. Petersburg Colloquium "International Cooperation in Dissemination of the Astronomical Data" and at the project meeting. The project meeting was devoted to the preparation of the periodic report for INTAS, with an overview of the activities carried out during the first year of the project, and to a discussion of various practical points. The colloquium was a major forum for discussion on the topic of international astronomical data network, between astronomers from the FSU countries and from Europe, America, Japan and China. More than ten papers resulting from the INTAS project activities were presented at this meeting.
The first year of the INTAS project demonstrates that it provides a very valuable framework to develop access, for the FSU astronomical community, to external astronomical resources and, for the worldwide astronomical community, to the data archives and databases of the FSU institutes.
